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Article 1 Length of Study: The length of study could vary from 2 to 7 years, and the gap year shall

not exceed 2 years at the maximum.
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Article 2 Course Credits: Minimum graduation credits: students must complete at least 30 credits
which include required courses 24 credits (including dissertation 12 credits), elective
courses 6 credits (permitted by dissertation advisor, full English courses from other Ph.D.

Program in TMU can be recognized) and Research ethics 0 credit.
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Article 3 Dissertation Advisor

1. Students must choose a dissertation advisor within two months after the start of the semester.
Students must submit a “Dissertation Advisor Agreement” application form for approval by the
International Ph.D. Program in Gerontology and Long-Term Care committee.

2. Qualifications of the dissertation advisor should follow the TMU advisor regulations and must
meet the following criteria:

a) Full-time jointly-appointed professor, associate professor with teaching courses in
International Ph.D. Program in Gerontology and Long-Term Care.

b) The advisor has published original research articles in SCI or SSCI journals within the
previous three years either as the first or corresponding author.

c) The advisor has been a principle investigator in a research project funded by the MOST or
governments within the previous three years.

3. The advisor who has doctoral students in the seventh year or above cannot supervise any new
doctoral students.

4. Whenever a student wishes to change his/her dissertation advisor, the student must fill the
“Dissertation Advisor Change Agreement Form™ and submit to the International Ph.D. Program
in Gerontology and Long-Term Care committee for approval.

5. The advisor can serve only as co-advisor after retirement.

6. The dissertation advisor should assist in forming the doctoral student’s Dissertation Committee.
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Article 4 Requirements for Qualifying Exam

1. Students must complete all required courses by the end of the semester (aside from thesis) prior
to applying for a qualifying examination.

2. There are two forms of qualifying examinations: written test and oral test. Students must pass the
written test firstly, and then apply for the oral test.

3. Guide for written test

a) The written tests will be conducted twice a year.

b) Students must fill an application that outlines all completed courses and credits and submit to
the administrative faculty and Program committee prior to the doctoral subject examination
for approval; advisor then sets up the Ph.D. candidate qualification assessment committee
that will decide the content of the written test.

c) The passing score is 70. If more than one half of the committee members do not award
passing scores, then the student would have failed the examination.

4. Guide for oral test

a) The oral tests will be conducted twice a year.

b) Students must pass the written test firstly, and then apply for the oral test. The oral test will
conduct committee by director.

c) The passing score is 70. If the passing score is below 70, then the student must have a
reexamination.

5. A Student fails to pass the qualifying examination (include the written and oral tests) twice will
be expelled from the school. Students who pass the qualifying examination are eligible to become
Ph.D. candidates.
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Article 5 Progress Report After passing the qualifying examination, each student must report their

research progress once a year.
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Article 6 Regulation related the award of the Ph.D. degree

1. Doctoral candidates must meet all of the following requirements in order to proceed with the

doctoral dissertation examination:

a)

Complete all standard graduation requirements except dissertation (12 credits).

b) Pass the Review of Dissertation.

c)

d)

Publications: Publish 1 original paper.
@ Publications must be associated with the dissertation.
@ One of the original papers must be published in either SCI or SSCI journals
® Students must publish as the first author (equal first-author-level contribution is not
allowed).
@ Advisor should be a corresponding author for the paper.
® The co-advisor, if any, can be the co-corresponding author.
® Students must publish with the affiliation of “Ph.D. Program in International Gerontology
and Long-Term Care, College of Nursing, Taipei Medical University”.
@ Before Doctoral Degree Examination, students should provide the galley proof or
acceptance letter for published papers.
Before Doctoral Degree Examination, students should have one oral or two poster
presentations at an international conference. The content must be associated with the
dissertation.

2. The defense of the doctoral dissertation:

a)

b)

c)

d)

f)

9)

With the advisor’s consent, Ph.D. candidates may fill a doctoral dissertation examination
application and submit to the Program in accordance with TMU’s academic calendar.

The doctoral dissertation examination application must include a draft of the doctoral
dissertation and the two published papers.

Ph.D. candidates must pass the pre-defense dissertation review by the program prior to
proceeding with the defense of the doctoral dissertation (whether the dissertation is in line
with the professional field will be also reviewed).

Dissertation committee is composed of five to nine members. The committee members who
are not affiliated with Taipei Medical University must exceed one-third of the committee. The
member listing is recommended by advisor. The Dean of College of Nursing will select the
final members in the committee and designate a member to be a coordinator. The advisor and
co-advisor cannot be the coordinator of the committee.

A minimal average score of 70 is required to pass the defense.

A student fails to pass the defense can apply once again next semester. If the student still fails,
will be drop out of school.

All members of dissertation committee are expected to be present at the examination in person



interview, and may not authorize a proxy to represent him or her.

h) After passing the final defense, student should revise their dissertation according to the
suggestions from committee members. The revised dissertation must be approved by the
advisor and confirmed the correctness of the format by administration officers. Finally,

students must submit the dissertation to the university to apply for their diploma.
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Article 7 Other unlisted matters are handled according to the Ministry of Education and the relevant

regulations of the University
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Article 8 This regulation will come into effect after the approval of Academic Affairs and will be
forwarded to the University for examination; all amendments have to go through the same

process



